Nov. 1.1
The Castle of Dundonald.
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He wrote Latin with great elegance, and, what is very remarkable, read Homer and Ariosto through every year. I wrote to him to request he would come to us; but unfortunately he was prevented by indisposition.
MONDAY, NOVEMBER i.
Though Dr. Johnson was lazy, and averse to move, I insisted that he should go with me, and pay a visit to the Countess of Eglintoune, mother of the late and present earl. I assured him, he would find himself amply recompensed for the trouble; and he yielded to my solicitations, though with some unwillingness. We were well mounted, and had not many miles to ride. He talked of the attention that is necessary in order to distribute our chanty judiciously. ' If thoughtlessly done, we may neglect the most deserving objects; and, as every man has but a certain proportion to give, if it is lavished upon those who first present themselves, there may be nothing left for such as have a better claim. A man should first relieve those who are nearly connected with him, by whatever tie ; and then, if he has any thing to spare, may extend his bounty to a wider circle1.'
As we passed very near the castle of Dundonald, which was one of the many residences of the kings of Scotland, and in which Robert the Second lived and died, Dr. Johnson wished to survey it particularly. It stands on a beautiful rising ground, which is seen at a great distance on several quarters, and £rom whence there is an extensive prospect of the rich district of Cuninghamc, the western sea, the isle of Arran, and a part of the northern coast of Ireland. It has long been unroofed ; and, though of considerable size, we could not, by any power of imagination, figure it as having been a suitable habitation for majesty2. Dr. Johnson, to
versy about the identity of this writer with an historian of the same name.
1 He had paid but little attention to his own rule.    Sec ante, ii. 137.
* 'I believe that for all the castles which I have seen beyond the Tweed, the ruins yet remaining of some one of those which the
irritate
a See Chalmers's Biog, Diet. xi. 161 for an account of a contro-
